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Twenty-fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee 

FOR  THE  Year  ending  31ST  March,  1907. 

Adopted  at  the  Annual  Meeting  on  ioth  May,  1907. 


The  year  under  review  has  been  one  of  unprecedented  activity. 
The  membership  has  increased  by  43  per  cent.  ;  a  new  class  of  associ- 
ates has  been  constituted  ;  and  a  series  of  aflfiliated  or  subsidiary 
organizations,  some  dependent  on  locaHty  and  others  on  community 
of  age  or  interest,  have  afforded  new  opportunities  to  members  for 
self-expression  and  self-education,  as  well  as  spreading  their  opinions 
outside  our  ranks. 

The  Reorganization  of  the  Society. 

Our  last  Report  recorded  the  appointment  of  a  Special  Committee 
of  Enquiry,  formed  on  the  motion  of  H.  G.  Wells,  with  Sydney 
Olivier  as  chairman  and  Mrs.  Wells  as  secretary. 

This  Committee  held  numerous  meetings  during  the  spring  and 
summer,  and  early  in  October  presented  its  Report  to  the  Executive. 
In  December  this  Report  was  transmitted  to  the  members,  accom- 
panied by  a  lengthy  commentary  or  counter-Report. 

Meetings  of  members  were  held  at  Essex  Hall,  all  except  the  last 
two  under  the  chairmanship  of  H.  B.  Holding,  on  December  7th  and 
14th,  January  nth  and  i8th,  February  ist  and  22nd  (Annual  Meet- 
ing), and  March  8th.  Two  evenings  were  occupied  by  a  second 
reading  debate,  at  the  end  of  which  an  amendment  to  reject  the 
recommendations  of  the  Executive  eti  bloc  was  withdrawn.  On 
January  nth  a  resolution  to  amend  the  Basis  by  including  as  an 
object  of  the  Society  the  establishment  of  the  equal  citizenship  of 
men  and  women  was  discussed  and  adopted.  On  January  i8th  it 
was  decided  to  increase  the  number  of  the  Executive  Committee 
and  to  simplify  the  method  of  election  of  members.  On  February 
1st  and  March  8th  the  political  policy  of  the  Society  was  considered, 
and  ultimately  the  proposal  of  the  Executive  was  adopted  ;  whilst 
at  the  Annual  Meeting  for  1905-6,  held  on  February  2znd,  1907, 
several  of  these  amendments  were  embodied  in  the  Rules,  and  a 
resolution  was  carried  instructing  the  new  Executive  to  propose  a 
revised  version  of  the  Basis. 


The  following  is  the  text  of  the  resolutions  carried  : 

1.  That  the  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  be  received  and  added  to  the 
publications  of  the  Society  for  the  use  of  members,  without  prejudice  to  the  decisions 
of  this  meeting  on  the  special  points  raised  by  the  subsequent  resolutions. 

2.  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  instructed  to  prepare  for  the  Annual  Meet- 
ing an  addition  to  the  Basis  declaring  that  one  of  the  objects  of  the  Society  is  to 
establish  equal  citizenship  for  men  and  women. 

3.  That  this  meeting  instructs  the  Executive  Committee  to  submit  to  the  next 
Annual  Meeting  such  alterations  to  the  Rules  as  will  give  effect  to  the  following 
reforms  : 

(a)  The  increase  of  the  number  of  the  Executive  from  fifteen  to  twenty-one. 

(/^)  The  appointment  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  three  standing  sub- com- 
mittees to  deal  respectively  with  propaganda  and  membership,  publishing, 
and  general  purposes ;  the  number  of  the  members  of  these  committees 
to  be  decided  by  the  new  Executive. 

(c)  That  all  applicants  for  membership,  unless  the  Executive  by  a  simple  majority 
vote  shall  decide  otherwise,  shall  be  admitted  upon  signing  the  Basis  and 
paying  a  subscription,  without  further  formalities. 

4.  That  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  next  Executive  election,  the  new  Executive 
shall  appoint  a  special  committee  to  enquire  into  and  report  upon  the  best  means  of 
promoting  local  Socialist  societies  of  the  Fabian  type,  with  the  object  of  increasing 
Socialist  representation  in  Parliament  as  a  party  co-operating  as  far  as  possible  with 
the  Labor  Party  whilst  remaining  independent  of  that  and  of  all  other  parties. 

5.  That  the  new  Executive  be  instructed  to  prepare  and  submit  a  revised  state- 
ment of  the  Basis  and  aims  of  the  Society  for  consideration  by  a  future  Annual  Meeting. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  for  1905-6,  which  by  a  temporary  altera- 
tion of  the  Rules  could  not  be  held  till  after  the  Special  Committee's 
Report  had  been  presented,  the  resolution  number  3  («,  b,  c)  was 
embodied  in  the  Rules,  and  number  2  was  adopted  subject  to  con- 
firmation after  the  lapse  of  six  months,  as  required  by  rule. 

Following  on  the  Annual  Meeting,  the  election  of  the  new  Com- 
mittee of  twenty-one  took,  place  during  March  and  excited  keen 
interest  amongst  the  members,  whose  votes  were  solicited  by  a 
variety  of  election  addresses,  some  of  them  issued  officially  with  the 
News  and  others  circulated  by  the  candidates.  An  exceptionally 
large  poll  resulted  in  the  re-election  of  all  but  one  of  the  retiring 
members  who  offered  themselves  and  in  the  election  of  ten  new 
members,  three  of  whom  had  served  on  the  Committee  of  Enquiry. 
The  new  Committee  came  into  office  on  March  25th,  but  as  the 
Easter  holidays  began  on  the  29th,  no  meeting  was  held  during  the 
year  under  review,  and  the  Committee  elected  for  the  year  1905-6  is 
in  fact  responsible  for  the  whole  period  covered  by  this  Report. 

The  L.  C.  C.  and  other  Elections. 

This,  the  most  important  election  of  the  year,  resulted  in  the 
complete  defeat  of  the  Progressive  party,  which  had  held  sway  since 
the  Council  was  constituted  in  1888. 

In  the  outgoing  Council  six  members  of  the  Society  held  seats  as 
councillors,  one  of  whom  did  not  offer  himself  for  re-election.  Of 
the  others,  one  was  defeated,  but  two  other  members  were  returned, 
one  of  them,  Frank  Smith,  winning  his  seat  from  a  Moderate.  The 
full  results  were  as  follows  : — 


Bethnal  Green    ...     Rev.  S.  D.  Headlam  (P) 2,995 

P.  A.  Harris  (P) 2,762 

Moderates,  1,774  and  1,643.     Harley  (Lab),  512. 

Camberwell         ...     R.  Bray  ( P)  5,449 

H.  R.  Taylor  (P) 5,365 

Moderates,  3,545  and  3,472. 

Deptford Sidney  Webb      6,185 

R.  C.  PhiUimore 6,083 

Moderates,  5,979  and  5,88g.     Independent,  182. 

Lambeth,  North  ...     F.Bryant 2,360 

F.  Smith  (P  and  Lab)     2,249 

Moderates,  2,080  and  2,077.     One  of  the  two  gains  of  seats  from  the  Moderates. 

Pop[.AR       W.  Crooks,  M.P 3,504 

Sir  J.  McDougall 3»476 

Moderates,  2,778  and  2,579. 

At  Bow  and  Bromley,  Ben  Cooper  (retiring  member)  was  beaten 
by  193,  two  Socialists  polling  786  votes  also.  At  Islington,  H.  G. 
Chancellor  (P)  was  defeated  by  60;  votes.  At  Central  Hackney, 
Victor  Fisher  (S.D.F.)  polled  257. 

Aldermen  W.  S.  Sanders  and  Isaac  Mitchell  both  hold  their  seats 
for  another  three  years  ;  so  that  our  eight  members  form  a  substan- 
tial proportion  of  the  diminished  party  of  Progressives. 

The  Metropolitan  Borough  Council  elections  resulted  also  in  a 
general  victory  of  the  Moderates,  and  but  few  of  our  members  were 
successful. 

It  may  be  mentioned  that  Alderman  Poulton,  of  the  Boot  and 
Shoe  Operatives,  an  old  member  of  the  Society,  was  elected  the  first 
Labor  mayor  of  Northampton. 

Meetings  of  the  Society. 

Nineteen  meetings  have  been  held  during  the  year,  which  is 
exactly  the  same  number  as  in  the  previous  year.  But  no  less  than 
nine  have  been  business  meetings,  an  increase  of  five  over  1905-6. 

The  lectures  included  one  in  the  course  on  "  Prophets  of  the 
Past  Century,"  which  had  occupied  many  evenings  in  the  previous 
year,  and  four  beginning  a  series  on  "  Socialism  and  the  Middle 
Classes."  These  lectures  by  H.  G.  Wells,  G.  Bernard  Shaw,  S.  G. 
Hobson  and  Sydney  Olivier,  all  attracted  large  audiences  and  gave 
occasion  for  animated  debates.  The  separate  lectures  included  two 
on  India,  one  by  a  member  of  the  Society,  now  editor  of  the  Calcutta 
Statesman,  and  the  other  by  Sir  Donald  Robertson,  a  retired  official 
of  wide  experience  ;  and  one  on  Russia  by  a  Labor  leader  in  the  iqo6 
Duma  who  had  long  lived  as  an  exile  in  England.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  these  two  last  named,  the  whole  of  the  lectures  of  the  year 
were  given  by  members  of  the  Society.  The  lectures  and'  meetings 
have  all  been  held  in  Essex  Hall,  which  has  frequently  been  filled  to 
its  utmost  capacity. 


Oct. 

12. 

Nov. 

9- 

Nov. 

23- 

Mar. 

22. 

April 

6. 

May 

25- 

June 

29. 

Oct. 

26. 

One  difference  from  last  year  should  be  noted.  Eight  of  the 
nineteen  meetings  of  last  year  were  devoted  to  papers  or  Tracts 
which  (to  the  number  of  seven)  were  subsequently  printed  by  the 
Society  for  public  or  private  circulation.  During  the  year  under 
review  only  one  publication,  and  that  a  Tract  submitted  for  discus- 
sion, has  resulted  from  our  meetings. 

The  list  of  meetings  is  as  follows  : — 

"  Prophets  of  the  Past  Century." 

{Concluded^ 

April  27.     "Tennyson"  Rev.  Conrad  Noel 

"  Socialism  and  the  Middle  Classes." 

Introductory  Lecture         H.  G.  Wells 

"  Socialism  and  the  Small  Capitalist  "    ...  ...  ...        S.  G.  HOBSON 

"Socialism  and  the  Artistic  Profession  "...  ...  G.  BERNARD  Shaw 

"Socialism  and  Middle  Class  Economics"         ...  ...SYDNEY  OLIVIER 

Other  Lectures. 

"  Collectivism  and  Sound  Finance  "        ...  JOSI.A.H  C.  Wedgewood,  M.P. 

"  The  Cost  of  Death  "        Dr.  M.  D.  Eder 

"  Progress  and  Reaction  in  India  "  ...  ...  ...  S.  K.  RaTCLIFFE 

"The  Native  States  and  Some  Phases  of  our  Indian  Policy" 

Lieut.-Col.  Sir  Donald  Robertson,  K.C.S.L 
Jan.     25.     "The  Political  Situation  in  Russia"       A.  Aladin  (Labor  Leader  in  the 

Duma  of  1906) 

Business  Meetings. 

May    II.     Discussion  of  Tract  on  Socialism  and  Labor  Policy. 

Feb.      8.     Discussion  on  the  L.C.C.  Election.     Opened  by  Cecil  E.  Chesterton 
Feb.     22.     Annual  Meeting  ;  alterations  of  Rules,  etc. 

Dec.  7  and  14,  Jan.  11  and  18,  Feb.  i  and  Mar.  8.     Discussion  of  Special  Committee 
Report. 

The  Soiree. 

One  other  meeting  should  be  recorded,  namely,  a  Soiree,  which 
took  place  at  the  Suffolk  Street  Galleries  on  June  i6th,  and  was 
attended  by  about  280  members  and  friends.  It  was  designed  as  a 
purely  social  gathering,  where  members  could  make  each  other's 
acquaintance  amidst  pleasant  surroundings.  The  Folk  Songs  sung 
by  Miss  Mattie  Kay,  and  accompanied  by  Cecil  Sharp,  were  highly 
appreciated,  and  the  view  was  generally  expressed  that  a  repetition 
of  the  experiment  was  desirable,  and  that  the  small  balance  of  _^5  by 
which  the  cost  exceeded  the  proceeds  of  tickets  sold  was  money  well 
expended. 

The  Constructive  Committees. 

The  Society  has  been  so  fully  occupied  with  its  own  affairs  that 
but  little  has  been  added  to  the  outline  of  constructive  Socialism 
partly  drafted  in  previous  years.  A  new  Committee  on  Sanitation 
held  one  meeting,  but  nothing  further  was  done. 

The  Decline  in  the  Birth-Rate. — The  committee  on  this  subj'ect 
completed  its  report  on  the  census,  and  Sidney  Webb  was  requested 
by  the  Executive  to  embody  this  report  in  an  article  to  be  published 
over  his  own  name  and  on  his  responsibility.  This  appeared  in  two 
issues  of  the  Times  in  October,  and  gave  rise  to  a  lengthy  correspon- 


dence  in  that  journal,  to  quite  a  number  of  articles  in  the  leading 
magazines,  and  to  a  generally  widespread  interest.  The  substance  of 
these  articles  has  since  been  reprinted  as  our  Tract  No.  131. 

Tract  Printing  and  Distribution. 

The  sales  of  our  Tracts  during  the  year  have  again  largely  in- 
creased, and  the  amount  received,  ^244,  has  not  been  equalled  since 
1899,  and  has  only  been  surpassed  on  three  occasions.  The  number 
of  new  Tracts  published  has  not  been  so  large  as  that  of  last  year, 
when  eight  were  added  to  our  list. 

The  following  five  Tracts  have  been  issued,  viz.  : 

No.  127.     "Socialism  and  Labor  Policy." 

No.  128.     "The  Case  for  a  Legal  Minimum  Wage." 

No.  129.     "  More  Books  to  Read  "  :  a  Supplement  to  "  What  to  Read." 

No.  130.     "Home  Work  and  Sweating."     By  Miss  B.  L.  HUTCHINS. 

No.  131.     "The  Decline  in  the  Birth-Rate."     By  Sidney  Webb. 

But  the  most  important  of  the  Society's  publications  has  been  a 
threepenny  booklet,  "  This  Misery  of  Boots,"  by  H.  G.  Wells,  which 
was  published  at  the  end  of  February,  and  the  first  edition  of  which, 
5,000,  was  practically  exhausted  by  the  end  of  March,  partly  by  sales 
and  partly  by  distribution  to  members  and  subscribers.  The  issue 
of  this  work  in  a  special  format,  with  a  cover  designed  by  A.  G.  Watts, 
occupied  a  good  deal  of  time,  and  it  is  satisfactory  that  the  expendi- 
ture of  energy  has  been  so  rapidly  justified. 

Of  the  other  Tracts,  "Socialism  and  Labor  Policy"  was  prepared 
by  the  Executive  Committee  and  adopted  by  the  Society  after  a  full 
discussion.  "  More  Books  to  Read "  was  what  may  be  called  a 
"departmental"  Tract.  "The  Case  for  a  Legal  Minimum  Wage" 
was  prepared  by  order  of  the  Executive,  and  paid  for  out  of  a  special 
fund,  as  recorded  in  the  accounts  for  1905-6.  "The  Decline  in  the 
Birth-Rate"  was  written  by  Sidney  Webb  at  the  request  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  mainly  from  materials  collected  by  the  Birth- 
Rate  and  Infant  Mortality  Committee  during  the  previous  year. 
"  Home  Work  and  Sweating  "  was  prepared  by  Miss  Hutchins  at  the 
request  of  the  Executive  Committee,  in  order  to  replace  Tract  No.  50, 
*'  Sweating  :  Its  Cause  and  Remedy,"  which  had  sold  out  and  was 
out  of  date. 

A  great  part  of  the  expenditure  upon  printing  has  again  been 
over  new  editions  of  old  Tracts.  The  following  have  been  reprinted 
during  the  year  : 

"Why  are  the  Many  Poor  r  "  (Leaflet). 

"Facts  for  Socialists." 

"What  Socialism  Is  "  (Leaflet). 

"  English  Progress  Towards  Social  Democracy." 

Welsh  Translation  of  No.  I  (Leaflet). 

"The  Fabian  Society  :  What  it  is."     By  G.  B.  Shaw. 

"A  Plea  for  Poor  Law  Reform." 

"Impossibilities  of  Anarchism."     By  G.  B.  SH.A.W. 

"The  Unemployed."     By  Rt.  Hon.  John  Burns,  M.P. 

"  Fight  Hours  by  Law." 

"  Parish  and  District  Councils  :  What  they  are,"  etc. 

"Difficulties  of  Individualism."     By  SU)NEV  Webb. 

"  Report  on  Fabian  Policy  :  and  Resolutions." 


*No. 

I. 

No. 

5- 

*No. 

13. 

*No. 

15- 

*No. 

38. 

*No. 

41. 

No. 

44. 

*No. 

45- 

*No. 

47 

*No. 

48. 

No. 

62 

*No. 

69 

*No. 

70 

*No. 

72. 

No. 

76. 

'No. 

78. 

*No. 

79. 

*No. 

84. 

*No. 

104. 

'No. 

107. 

"Moral  Aspects  of  Socialism."     By  Sidney  Ball. 

"Houses  for  the  People." 

"Socialism  and  the  Teaching  of  Christ."     By  Dr.  CLIFFORD. 

"A  Word  of  Remembrance  and  Caution  to  the  Rich." 

"Economics  of  Direct  Employment." 

"How  Trade  Unions  Benefit  Workmen." 

"Socialism  for  Millionaires."     By  G.  B.  Shaw. 

Those  marked  with  an  asterisk  were  reprinted  from  stereo-plates. 
Of  the  others,  No.  5  was  revised  again  by  J.  F.  Oakeshott  and  certain 
additions  were  made,  but  the  calculations  of  national  income  were 
not  remade.  No.  44  (Leaflet)  and  No.  62  were  revised  in  details, 
and  No.  76  was  almost  entirely  rewritten  by  J.  W.  Shaw.  Of  the 
last  only  a  small  edition  could  be  printed  in  view  of  possible  legisla- 
tion. Of  the  reprint  of  No.  79,  9,000  were  supplied  to  the  Socialist 
Quaker  Society  for  distribution  to  the  Society  of  Friends  through- 
out England. 

The  following  Tracts  have  been  sold  out  and  not  reprinted  : 
"Questions  for  Parliamentary  Candidates." 
"A  Plan  of  Campaign  for  Labor"  (2d.). 
"Sweating  :  Its  Cause  and  Remedy." 
"Questions  for  Parish  Council  Candidates." 
"Questions  for  Rural  District  Council  Candidates." 
"Women  and  the  Factory  Acts." 
"Old  Age  Pensions  at  Work  "  (Leaflet). 
"The  House  Famine  and  How  to  Relieve  It." 
"The  Education  Act,  1902." 

Our  list  of  Tracts  now  stands  as  follows  : 

6d.        2d.          id.      Questions  Leaflets  Total 

Tracts  of  previous  years     i          i          51           3  21  77 

„           1906-7           ...0050  o  5 


No. 

24. 

No. 

49- 

No. 

■^o. 

No. 

^6. 

No. 

S7. 

No. 

67. 

No. 

8q. 

No. 

lOI. 

No. 

114. 

I  I  56  3  21  82 

The  number  of  Tracts  and  Leaflets  sold  and  distributed  during 
recent  years  is  as  follows  : 

Year  ending  March  1907  1906  1905  1904  1903 

Tracts  ...         82,508         56,029  20,528       "48,126         27,538 

Leaflets        ...         63,360         22,060  29,010         31,460         65,580 


Totals        ...       145,868         78,089         49,538         79,586        93, 118 

*  20,000  given  away  under  a  Tract  Distribution  Scheme. 

£  £  £  ;^  £ 

Receipts    ...  244  140  76  8q  96 

Cost  of  Printing      329  214  87  162  98 

Of  the  Leaflets  sold  37,000  were  No.  104,  "How  Trade  Unions 
Benetit  Workmen." 

The  circulation  of  Fabian  Essays  showed  a  remarkable  increase, 
1,383  copies  being  sold  by  the  publishers  in  1906,  compared  with  398 
in  1905.  Our  own  sales  were  unusually  active,  copies  to  the  value 
of  ^28  being  sold,  compared  with  £11  in  the  previous  year. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  H.  M.  Hart,  who  has  once  more  taken 
regular  charge  of  the  sale  of  our  Tracts  at  the  meetings  of  the 
Society. 


Table  of  Tracts  Printed  and  Issued  during  Year  1906-1007. 


Price, 

Stock 
I  Apiil,  '06. 

Si  ^ 

0 

H 

0 

0     - 
0  C 

l-H 

Distributed  : 
during  year. 

i 

Lost  01 

Printing, 

Binding,  etc., 

during  year. 

Proceeds  of 
Sales(estimd.) 

Estimd.  Sale 
Value  of  pre- 
sent stock. 

IS. 

600 

nil 

600 

568 

32 

£ 

nil 

I 

3 

6d. 

2,395 

nil 

2,395 

1,722 

673 

nil 

10 

15 

3d. 

nil 

5,000 

5,000 

250 

4,750 

40 

25 

2 

2d. 

42s 

2,000 

2,425 

1,379 

1,046 

6 

5 

5 

Id. 

97,821 

96,787 

194,608 

118,601 

55,800 

76,007 

253 

178 

130 

Leaflets. 

6o,i6o 

59,000 

119,160 

63,360 
145,868 

30 

25 

5 

Totals 

161,401 

162,787 

324,188 

178,320 

£329 

£244 

\£ho 

1 

£160 

1905-6 

161,422 

1 

78,100 

239.522 

161,401 

78,089 

/214 

:^I40    1 

Book   Boxes. 

This  department  of  our  work  has  not  shown  a  further  growth 
because  it  has  been  hindered  by  an  insufficiency  of  funds  available 
for  expansion.  No  new  circular  was  printed  during  the  year,  and 
no  steps  were  taken  to  advertize  our  boxes,  but  the  subscriptions 
flowed  in  steadily,  and  all  through  the  year  we  had  more  orders 
than  boxes  available.  Some  /81  was  expended  in  the  purchase 
and  equipment  of  16  new  boxes,  and  we  have  now  179  boxes  m 
use,  17  more  than  last  year.  Subscriptions  received  amount  to 
almost  exactly  the  same  sum  as  last  year.  If  we  had  been  able  to 
supply  boxes  promptly,  no  doubt  orders  would  have  increased.  Only 
eight  of  the  orders  this  year  were  for  a  quarter  only,  against  12  in 
the  previous  year.  Owing  to  delay  in  returning  boxes  due,  there 
are  always  a  dozen  or  twenty  boxes  in  the  hands  of  societies  whose 
subscriptions  have  expired. 

The  Queensland  Social  Democratic  Vanguard  wrote  asking  the 
grant  of 'a  book  box.  It  was  decided  to  reply  that  a  /5  box  would 
be  sent  if  the  S.  D.  V.  would  remit  50s.  This  proposal  was  accepted, 
the  money  was  remitted,  and  the  box,  thanks  to  one  of  our  members, 
was  sent  out  free  freight. 
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The  following  is  a  classification  of  the  subscribers  for  this  and 
previous  years  :  ir  ^■ 

lear  ending         1907     1906     1905     1904 

Independent  Labor  Party  Branches 

Other  Socialist  Bodies 

Trade  Unions 

Co-operative  Societies 

Ruskin  College  Classes 

Trades  Councils     ... 

Miscellaneous 


33 

31 

15 

18 

30 

13 

14 

12 

24 

21 

iq 

18 

23 

36 

41 

40 

II 

II 

7 

8 

1 1 

8 

19 

23 

23 

38 

37 

25 

155       158       152       144 
Suburban  Lectures. 

During  the  summer  it  was  decided  to  undertake  a  new  form  of 
propagandist  lecture.  A  course  of  four  lectures  explanatory  of 
Modern  Socialism  was  drawn  up,  and  a  circular  prepared  stating  that 
these  lectures  could  be  arranged  in  the  middle  class  suburbs  of 
London,  that  they  would  be  financed  by  the  Society,  would  be  given 
under  its  auspices,  and  would  be  used  as  a  means  of  extending  its 
influence  and  membership.  In  all  nine  courses  of  lectures  were  given 
under  this  scheme  by  Wm.  Sanders  and  Harry  Snell  at  Haslemere, 
Ealing,  Buckhurst  Hill,  Forest  Gate,  Bushey,  Harlesden,  Brixton, 
Streatham  and  Muswell  Hill. 

In  most  cases  local  arrangements  were  undertaken  by  branches 
of  the  I.  L.  P.,  who  gave  their  warm  support  to  the  plan.  The 
attendances  were  in  all  instances  satisfactory,  and  in  some  particularly 
so.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  they  did  much  to  spread  a  know- 
ledge of  Socialism  in  the  various  localities  and  to  increase  the  influence 
of  the  Society  through  its  publications.  How  far  they  directly  con- 
tributed to  the  growth  in  its  membership  is  not  very  clear.  The 
total  cost  of  the  lectures  somewhat  exceeded  the  ^100  allocated  to 
the  purpose. 

Local  Societies  and  Groups. 

Fabian  expansion  during  the  year  has  not  been  confined  either  to 
London  or  to  the  central  organization. 

Local  Societies. — A  very  flourishing  society  has  been  formed  at 
Manchester,  and  the  Glasgow  society  has  largely  increased  its 
membership.  Smaller  societies  have  been  started  at  Darwen,  Burnley 
and  Brighton.  The  Cambridge  University  society  has  regularized 
its  position,  and  a  students'  society  has  been  started  at  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne.  In  nearly  all  these  societies  the  whole  of  the  members  are 
also  elected  to  the  London  Society.  Full  particulars  will  be  found 
on  page  18. 

The  London  District. — Here  the  form  of  organization  has  been 
somewhat  irregular.  Groups,  organized  by  members  of  the  Society, 
and  consisting  chiefly  of  those  residing  in  the  district,  have  been 
formed  for  Hampstead,  Croydon,  Marylebone  and  Paddington,  Kens- 
ington and  District,  East  Middlesex,  and  the  West  Central  District. 
In  Clapham,  Forest  Gate,  Finchley,  Caterham  and  elsewhere,  local 
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societies  have  been  formed  mainly,  but  not  exclusively,  of  Fabians,  and 
regarding  themselves  as  connected,  some  closely  and  others  loosely, 
with  the  parent  Society.  The  work  carried  on  by  these  groups  and 
societies  is  all  of  value,  but  the  status  of  some  of  them,  and  the 
organization  of  others,  is  somewhat  uncertain,  and  it  will  be  necessary 
in  the  near  future  to  devise  some  system  for  co-ordinating  their 
activities  in  relation  to  the  central  society. 

A  New  Development. 
During  the  year  two  new  subsidiary  organizations  of  members 
have  been  constituted  with  marked  success. 

Fabian  Nursery. 
This  Society  was  founded  on  April  nth  ;  since  when  it  has  held 
i6  meetings,  all  of  them  at  the  Fabian   Office.     During  the  first 
session  the  following  lectures  were  delivered  : 

May  15.  "Popular  Misconceptions  of  Socialism."  By  W.  A.  CoLECATE. 
June  12.  "An  Educational  Policy  for  the  Nursery."  By  C.  BuKBRIDGE. 
June  22.     "Socialism  and  the  Average  Man."     By  Cecil  CHESTERTON. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  second  session  was  held  on  October  loth. 
This  was  a  purely  business  meeting  to  consider  a  programme  for  the 
session  and  to  elect  a  committee  for  the  year.     Other  meetings  were  : 

"The  Class  Struggle."    By  Sidney  Herbert. 

"The  Law  of  Rent."    By  G.  Bernard  Shaw. 

"Capitalism."     By  J.  A.  HOBSON. 

"Human  Nature."     By  Dr.  Eder.  [Colegate. 

A  Discussion  of  the  Report  of  the  Special  Committee.     Opened  by  W.  A. 

"The  Limits  of  Private  Property."     By  HUBERT  BlaND. 

"Currency  and  Finance  as  a  Social  Factor."     By  E.'  R.  Pease. 

"Socialism  and  the  Scientific  Spirit."     By  Cyril  Burrage. 

"A  Summary  Survey  of  Sociahsm."     By  SYDNEY  OLIVIER. 

"Wages  and  Salaries."     By  S.  G.  HoBSON. 

".A  General  Discussion  on  Socialism."     By  H.  G.  Wells. 

"The  Socialist  Movement  in  Germany."     By  Alderman  Sanders. 

The  committee  of  the  Fabian  Nursery  have  compiled  a  Reading 
Guide  for  Socialists,  which  is  now  in  the  press,  and  will  shortly 
appear  as  Fabian  Tract  No.  132,  "  A  Guide  to  Books  for  Socialists." 

The  Nursery  may  also  be  said  to  have  contributed  several  new 
lecturers  to  the  Fabian  Society. 

The  Society  started  in  April,  iqo5,  with  19  members;  it  now 
numbers  65.  It  is  confined  to  members  and  associates  of  the  Fabian 
Society  who  are  under  28  years  of  age,  with  certain  exceptions  in 
favor  of  new  members  within  six  months  of  election.  The  hon. 
secretary  is  Miss  Rosamund  Bland,  Well  Hall,  Eltham,  Kent. 

Fabian  Arts  Group. 
This  group  was  formed  at  a  meeting  called  for  the  purpose  at  the 
Tribune  Rendezvous,  on  17th  January  of  the  present  year.  Bernard 
Shaw  took  the  chair  and  Holbrook  Jackson  proposed  the  resolution : 
"That  a  group  called  the  Fabian  Arts  Group  be  formed  by  members 
and  associates  of  the  Fabian  Society  with  the  object  of  interpreting 
the  relation  of  Art  and  Philosophy  to  Socialism.''     This  was  seconded 
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by  A.  R.  Orage,  and  carried  unanimously.  A  committee  of  six  with 
power  to  add  four  to  their  number  was  then  elected,  and  Holbrook 
Jackson  was  appointed  honorary  secretary.  The  group  has  been 
most  successful.  The  following  four  lectures  has  been  given  at  the 
New  Reform  Club  before  crowded  audiences  : 

Feb.     7.  "Tolstoy  co;//ra  Socialism."     By  AvLMER  Maude. 

Feb.  21.  "The  Chinese  Academy."     By  EDWARD  Carpenter. 

Mar.    7.  "Some  Parallels  between  Art  and  Religion."     By  WllX  ROTHENSTEIN. 

Mar.  21.  "Condensed  and  Distributed  Art."     By  Prof.  W.  R.  Lethabv. 

The  group  has  also  appointed  a  sub-committee,  under  the  secre- 
taryship of  A.  E.  R.  Gill,  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  condition 
of  the  Crafts  in  England  and  abroad  and  the  problems  associated 
with  Guild  Systems,  and  a  representative  of  the  group  has  attended 
the  meetings  of  the  Craftsmen's  Union. 

The  minimum  subscription  to  the  group  is  2s.  6d.  and  all 
Socialists  are  eligible  for  membership. 

The  number  of  members  who  have  paid  subscriptions  is  now  112. 

The  committee  of  management  is  as  follows  :  A.  E.  R.  Gill, 
Holbrook  Jackson,  Miss  Murby,  A.  R.  Orage,  F.  J.  Richardson,  Miss 
C.  C.  Townshend,  Thos.  Wilson  ;  and  the  secretary  is  Holbrook 
Jackson,  Langley  Park,  Mill  Hill.  London,  N.W. 

Statistics  of  Membership. 

The  following  is  the  record  of  the  alterations  in  membership 
during  the  past  year  : — 

1907  London  Countr}'  Abroad  Total 

Men  ...     468  418  50  936 

Women     ...     236  85  10  331 

Total         ...     704  503  60  1,267 

1906  ...     457  372  56  885 

Increase     ...     247  131  4  382 

The  number  of  candidates  elected  during  the  year  was  455,  an 
increase  of  288  over  last  year.  As  most  of  the  defaulters  were  struck 
off  in  the  previous  year,  the  number  removed  from  the  list  for  non- 
payment of  subscriptions  has  not  been  large,  whilst  a  certain  number 
of  old  members  have  rejoined,  and  comparatively  few  resignations  or 
deaths  have  been  notified.  The  net  addition  to  our  roll  is  therefore 
382,  nearly  four  times  that  of  last  year.  In  addition  the  new  class 
of  associates  numbers  62,  whilst  the  sum  received  from  non-members 
shows  that  the  number  of  subscribers,  mostly  of  5s.,  remains  con- 
siderable. 

Perhaps  the  most  noticeable  feature  is  the  fact  that  the  women 
members  have  nearly  doubled,  rising  from  170  to  331,  whilst  the  men 
have  only  increased  30  per  cent. 

The  Year's  Finance. 

The  growth  in  the  Society's  activities  has  naturally  led  to  an 
increase  in  both  its  income  and  its  expenditure.  Ordinary  subscrip- 
tions from  members  have  gone  up  from  ;^4o8  to  ;^574,  and  those 
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from  non-members — associates  and  subscribers — from  £']^  to  ;^97. 
The  sales  of  Tracts  show  a  larger  rate  of  increase,  from  /140  to 
^244.  But  these  additions  to  income  have  not  compensated  for  the 
growth  in  expenditure  caused  partly  by  the  additions  to  the  office 
staff,  and  by  extra  postage  and  printing,  all  mainly  on  account  of 
the  new  members,  and  partly  by  the  special  expenses  of  hiring  halls 
for  members'  meetings  and  printing  reports  and  other  documents 
necessary  for  the  internal  activities  of  the  Society.  Thus  the  cost  of 
halls  shows  ;^20  increase,  printing  other  than  of  Tracts  was  £(^0 
more,  postage  rose  ^"20,  and  additional  office  staff  ^f  56.  The 
balance  of  loss  on  the  production  of  Tracts  is  but  little  more  than 
last  year,  ^85  instead  of /75,  on  a  much  larger  turnover.  It  must, 
however,  be  remembered  that  a  part  of  this  balance  is  accounted  for 
by  the  Tracts  supplied  to  the  members  and  subscribers,  many  of 
whom  contribute  to  the  Society  mainly  in  order  to  receive  its 
publications. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  all  debts  actually  due  were  paid,  but  the 
balance  left  in  the  bank  was  no  m.ore  than  £^,  ;  and  the  year's 
accounts,  hereto  annexed,  which  opened  with  a  credit  balance  of 
/i;,  are  closed  with  net  liabilities  of  /30.  It  is  clear  that  if  the 
activities  of  the  Society  are  to  be  further  extended,  the  members 
must  be  asked  to  subscribe  more  liberally  to  the  funds. 

Our  thanks  should  now  be  recorded  to  Mr.  Hugh  Limebeer, 
who  has  for  the  last  ten  years  undertaken  through  his  firm  the  audit 
of  our  books  at  no  expense  to  the  Society,  since  the  fee  which 
appears  in  the  accounts  was  regularly  returned  by  him  in  a  special 
subscription. 

The  Executive  Committee. 
The  Executive  Committee  election  for  1906  was  deferred  for 
special  reasons  explained  in  the  last  report,  and  ultimately  took 
place  in  March,  1907  ;  and  the  newly  elected  committee  of  twentv- 
one  did  not  come  into  office  till  March  25th,  and  did  not  hold  their 
first  meeting  during  the  year.  The  outgoing  committee,  who  held 
office  during  the  period  covered  by  the  report,  have  therefore 
accepted  responsibility  therefor. 

PERCY  ALDEN.  EDWARD  R.  PEASE. 

HUBERT  BLAND.  W.  S.  SANDERS. 

CECIL  E.  CHESTERTON.  G.  BERNARD  SHAW. 

F.  LAWSON  DODD.  CHARLOTTE  F.  SHAW. 

F.  W.  GALTON.  GEORGE  STANDRING. 

STEWART  D.  HEADLAM,  G.  R.  S.  TAYLOR. 

S.  G.  HOBSON.  SIDNEY  WEBB. 
H.  W.  MACROSTY. 

Executive  Committee  in  office  to  March  2Sth,  igoj. 
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abstract  of  accounts  for  I^ear 


To   Balance  at  Credit  of  Society,  31st 
-March,   1906   ... 
„    Receipts  during  Year,  viz.  :— 
Subscriptions  from  Members 
Do.  Special 

Do.  from  Associates 

Donations   from    Non-Members   and 
Sundry  Receipts 


Debt  written  off  and  r 
Sale  of  Tracts... 
.Advertisements 


ecovered 


Royalties 

Sales  of  Books,  iess  Purchases 

Book  Box  Fees 
Book  Boxes  : — 

Grant 

Books  sold,  or  lost  and  paid  for,  etc. 

Soiree  Account  : — 

Tickets  sold  

Suburban  Lectures  : — 

Grant 

Local  Contributions 

Articles  in  Press 

Annuity  for  Rent 

Balance  at  Debit  of  Society,  31st 
March,  1907  :  — 
Sundry  Creditors    ... 
Less  Sundry  Debtors  12     6   10 

Balance  in  Bank     ...  4134 
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£    s.    d. 
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£ 
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d. 

55 
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5i 
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5 
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0 

0 
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8 

45 

10 

6 

75 
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0 

5 

17 

10 
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23 

17 
2 

10 
6 

00 
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0 

8 

II 

4 
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II 

4 

24 

5 

0 

30 

0 

0 

75     8     5 
20    o    o 
126       Special  Tract  Contrihn. 

139   14     3 
7    17     o 

330 
3     8     8^ 

45   13     o 

75     o     o 
6     III 


29  14  loi 
;^"i,397  19     7 


20    o    o 
^000 


i"i,oo9     5     2 
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enbing  flDarcb  3let,  1907. 


By  Expenditure  during  Year,  viz.  : — 
Hire  of  Halls  for  Lectures    ... 
Printing  and  Advertising  Tracts 
Printing  Fabian  News 
General  Printing 
Expenses  of  Country  Lectures 
New  Typewriter 
Grants  to  other  bodies  : — 


dr. 


Labor  Party  Dues,  etc. 
International  Socialist  Bureau  Dues 
Sundries 


Office  Expenses,  viz. : — 

Salaries 

Extra  Assistance,  Typing,  etc. 

Rent,  Cleaning,  Coals,  etc. 

Postage  and  Parcels 

Auditors'  Fee 

Stationery  and  Miscellaneous 

Book  Boxes  : — 

Books  and  Boxes  Purchased 


4  13 
7  o 
2     7 


£    s. 

d. 

1906. 

£  s. 

,/. 

6o  12 

0 

40  4 

0 

328  14 

3 

214  6 

8 

82  2 

0 

58  10 

0 

81  16 

3 

46  16 

0 

4  16 

2 

17  17     o 


14     o     9 


4  II  4 
920 
076 


-^54  0 

0 

^54 

0 

0 

56  6 

II 

121  II 

9 

119 

14 

II 

119  13 

5 

100 

7 

0 

3  3 

0 

3 

3 

0 

32  8 

6 

587  3 

7 

36 

12 

10 

81  10 

8 

81 

19 

7i 

Soiree  Accouiit : — 

Expenses 
Suburban  Lectures  :  — 

Expenses 


28   19     6 


115     3     7 


Special  Tract  Fee. 


14    14      \\ 
Balance. 


£U397   19     7 


,^1,009     5     2 


I  have  examined  the  above  account  and  compaied  it  with  the   Books  ;uui   N'ouchers  ot 
the  Society,  and  certify  the  same  to  be  correct. 


9  Arundel  Street.  Strand,  W.C. 
May  7//;,  1907. 


W.  IIKCTOR   THOMSON.    /     x„,:,„, 

,.,  ,     ,  ,■     .AUultOt 

C  hartered  .-vccountant.  I 
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RULES. 

Definitions. 

1- — The  words  "  due  notice "  shall  mean  that  the  notice  is  received  by  the 
General  Secretary  before  the  23rd  day  of  any  month  for  publication  in  the  next  issue 
of  Fabian  News,  or  as  provided  in  Rule  8,  Clause  2. 

2- — A  public  meeting  shall  mean  a  meeting  to  which  non-members  are  admitted. 
A  private  meeting  shall  mean  a  meeting  confined  to  members  of  the  Society. 

The  Executive  Committee.  , 

3. — Before  the  Annual  Meeting  to  be  held  in  May,  the  Society  shall  elect  by 
ballot  a  Treasurer  and  an  Executive  Committee  of  twenty-one  members  to  hold  office 
for  one  year.  Due  notice  shall  be  given  of  all  nominations  for  these  offices.  Voting 
papers  shall  be  sent  to  all  members,  together  with  the  April  number  of  the  NEWS, 
and  they  shall  be  returned  to  the  General  Office  on  or  before  April  20th.  Two 
scrutineers  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Society,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  open  the 
ballot-box,  to  count  the  votes,  and  to  certify  to  the  General  Secretary  before  April  23rd, 
for  publication  in  the  News,  the  number  of  votes  polled.  The  new  Executive  shall 
come  into  office  on  April  25th.  In  case  of  Easter  occurring  about  the  dates  named, 
the  Executive  may  alter  them,  giving  due  notice  thereof ;  but  no  alteration  shall  ex- 
ceed seven  days.  In  case  of  a  tie,  the  candidate  who  has  been  longest  a  member  of 
the  Society  shall  be  elected.  Any  vacancies  which  occur  during  the  year  shall  be 
filled  by  election  after  due  notice,  but  only  in  the  event  of  the  number  of  the  Com- 
mittee falling  below  nineteen.     Five  members  shall  be  a  quorum. 

^. — The  Executive  Committee  shall  conduct  the  general  business  of  the  Society, 
appoint  the  paid  officers,  prepare  and  publish  tracts,  subject  to  Rule  9,  and  appoint 
all  delegates  to  represent  the  Society.  It  shall  constitute  three  standing  sub-com- 
mittees to  deal  with  (i)  Propaganda  ;  (2)  Publishing  ;  and  (3)  Finance  and  General 
Purposes. 

Committees. 

5. — Committees  for  special  purposes  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, but  notice  of  such  committees  (exclusive  of  those  dealing  with  purely  Execu- 
tive business)  shall  be  published  beforehand  in  the  Fabian  News,  or  at  private 
meetings,  in  order  that  any  member  desirous  to  serve  on  such  committees  may  have 
the  opportunity  of  sending  in  his  or  her  name  for  consideration  by  the  Executive. 

Order  of  Business. 

6. — Resolutions  of  which  due  notice  has  been  given  shall  be  placed  on  the 
agenda  of  the  first  private  meeting  of  the  Society  after  such  notice  has  been  pub- 
lished. Resolutions  shall  not  be  moved  without  due  notice,  except  after  a  vote  of 
urgency  has  been  carried.  Business  may  be  taken  at  a  public  meeting,  but  only  with 
the  consent  of  the  chairman  previously  obtained. 

7- — Any  resolution,  not  affecting  the  constitution  of  the  Society,  its  Rules  or  its 
Basis,  may  be  declared  urgent  by  a  majority  of  three-fourths  of  the  members  present 
in  a  private  meeting  of  not  less  than  twenty-five  members,  and,  if  so  declared,  shall 
be  discussed  and  voted  upon  forthwith. 

8. — When  a  requisition  signed  by  not  less  than  twenty-five  members  is  presented 
to  the  General  Secretary,  calling  for  a  private  meeting  to  discuss  any  resolution,  the 
Executive  Committee  shall  order  the  resolution  to  be  printed  in  Fabian  News,  and 
shall  appoint  for  the  meeting  the  earliest  convenient  date  thereafter. 

When  a  requisition  of  urgency,  signed  by  not  less  than  fifty  members,  is  pre- 
sented to  the  General  Secretary,  calling  for  a  private  meeting  to  discuss  a  specific 
notice  of  motion,  he  shall  summon  such  meeting  for  a  date  within  fourteen  days  from 
the  receipt  thereof,  and  shall  within  seven  days  notify  the  same  to  all  members,  by 
circular  or  otherwise. 
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Tracts. 

9. — Except  in  cases  of  emergency,  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, either  in  Fabian  News  or  by  special  circular,  of  any  tracts  proposed  to  be 
issued  in  the  name  of  the  Society,  and  every  such  tract  shall  be  submitted  to  the 
members  at  a  private  meeting,  and  shall  only  be  published  when  adopted  by  that 
meeting. 

In  case  of  emergency  a  tract  may  be  adopted  at  any  private  meeting  upon  a  vote 
of  urgency. 

Tracts  bearing  the  name  of  the  author  may  be  issued  by  the  Executive  Committee 
on  behalf  of  the  Society. 

Membership. 

10. — Every  candidate  must  sign  a  declaration  that  he  accepts  the  Basis  of  the 
Society,  and  must  make  a  contribution  to  the  funds  before  election,  the  amount  to  be 
returned  if  he  is  not  elected. 

The  names  of  all  candidates  shall  be  printed  in  Fabian  News,  and  candidates 
shall  afterwards  be  submitted  for  election,  which  shall  be  by  a  majority  vote  of  the 
Executive  Committee. 

11. — -Members  who  do  not  take  part  in  the  work  of  the  Society  and  subscribe  to 
its  funds  during  one  year  may  be  removed  from  the  list  of  members  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Executive  Committee. 

12. — A  member  may  be  expelled  from  the  Society  by  a  vote  of  more  than  three- 
fourths  of  the  members  present  at  a  meeting  of  not  less  than  fifty  members.  Due 
notice  of  the  motion  shall  be  given  to  the  General  Secretary ;  but  such  notice  shall 
not  be  valid  and  shall  not  be  printed  in  Fabian  News  without  the  sanction  of  the 
Executive  Committee. 

Subscription. 

13. — Members  are  expected  to  subscribe  annually  to  the  funds  of  the  Society  in 
accordance  with  their  means. 

Associates. 

14. — Any  person  may  become  an  Associate  by  signing  a  statement  that  he  is  m 
general  sympathy  with  and  desirous  of  promoting  the  work  of  the  Society. 

Associates  must  pay  an  annual  subscription  of  at  least  los.,  and  are  entitled  to 
attend  all  the  meetings  not  expressly  confined  to  members,  and  to  receive  all  the 
ordinary  publications.  But  they  are  not  entitled  to  vote  at  meetings  of  the  Society  or 
to  take  any  other  part  in  the  management  of  its  affairs. 

Groups. 

15. — The  members  resident  in  or  near  London  shall,  for  the  purpose  of  local 
work,  be  divided  by  the  Executive  Committee  into  Groups  according  to  the  localities 
in  which  they  reside.  Each  Group  shall  elect  a  Secretary,  who  shall  keep  a  list  of 
the  Group  members,  and  shall  organize  the  work  of  the  Group. 

The  Group  Secretary  will  be  removable  by  a  vote  of  the  Group,  at  a  meeting 
attended  by  not  less  than  one-third  of  the  Group  members,  or  by  a  vote  of  the 
Society  after  due  notice  has  been  given. 

A  meeting  of  any  Group  may  be  summoned  either  by  the  Group  Secretary  or  by 
the  General  Secretary  by  order  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

A  Group  may  appoint  delegates  to  any  body  dealing  specially  with  ihe  affairs  of 
the  Group  area. 

Groups  for  particular  subjects  may  be  formed  in  accordance  with  such  regulations 
as  the  Executive  Committee  may  from  time  to  time  determine. 

Annual  Report. 

16. — The  Annual  Report  and  Balance  Sheet,  made  up  to  March  31st,  shall  be 
sent  to  members  at  least  seven  days  before  the  Annual  Meeting. 

Alter.^tion  of  Rules  and  Basis. 

17. — No  alteration  of,  or  addition  to,  the  Rules  shall  be  made  without  ilue  notice ; 
or  at  any  meeting  other  than  the  .Annual  Meeting,  except  by  a  vote  of  more  than 
three-fourths  of  the  members  present  at  a  meeting  of  not  less  than  fifty  members. 
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No  alteration  of,  or  addition  to,  the  Basis  shall  be  made  until  it  has  been 
adopted,  after  due  notice  given,  by  a  vote  of  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  members 
present  at  an  Annual  Meeting,  and  confirmed  by  a  similar  vote  at  a  Special  Private 
Meeting  held  after  an  interval  of  not  less  than  six  months. 

Referendum. 

18. — The  Executive  Committee  may  at  any  time  refer  any  question  to  the 
decision  of  the  whole  Society,  the  voting  to  be  by  letter. 

Any  mover  of  a  resolution  which,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Society,  has  been  supported 
by  not  less  than  fifty  members  may  claim  a  poll  of  the  whole  Society,  the  voting  to  be 
by  letter. 


LOCAL    FABIAN    SOCIETIES. 


Brighton. — This  society  started  in  a  very  small  way  in  Nov- 
ember, and  at  present  has  13  members,  of  whom  five  belong  to  the 
parent  Society.  It  meets  fortnightly,  and  has  undertaken  public 
work  since  the  close  of  the  year  under  review.  One  of  its  members, 
Milnes  Black,  is  a  town  councillor.  The  president  is  W.  W.  Bartlett, 
and  the  secretary  and  treasurer  is  J.  A.  Brown,  Devonshire  House, 
West  Drive,  Queen's  Park. 

Burnley. — This  young  society  was  only  formed  in  February,  and 
has  12  members,  eight  of  whom  belong  to  the  parent  Society.  It 
holds  fortnightly  meetings  ;  and  amongst  its  members  are  Thomas 
Foster,  chairman  of  the  Padiham  Education  Committee,  and  Dr. 
Dharmavir,  M.  O.  H.  for  Padiham.  The  society  is  growing  rapidly, 
and  at  present  has  hardly  "  found  itself."  The  secretary  is  Fred 
Marquis,  50  Albion  Street. 

Darwen. — Another  new  society,  also  formed  in  February,  which 
has  14  members,  of  whom  but  one  belongs  to  the  parent  Society.  It 
has  one  associate.  It  meets  monthly,  but  as  yet  is  hardly  set  agoing. 
The  secretary  and  treasurer  is  F.  S.  Walkden,  5  Pearson  Street. 

Glasgow. — The  Fabian  Society  of  the  city  continues  to  flourish 
and  has  now  75  members,  an  increase  of  30  over  last  year.  All  but 
five  are  also  members  of  the  parent  Society.  Of  associates  there  are 
six.  The  society  clearly  understands  the  basis  of  politics,  for  one  of 
its  members,  D.  M.  Stevenson,  is  treasurer  of  the  city  council  ; 
another,  J.  W.  Pratt,  is  a  councillor  ;  and  a  third,  W.  M.  Hadow,  is 
a  member  of  the  Glasgow  School  Board.  The  society  meets  fort- 
nightly. It  has  secured  the  services  of  Sir  John  Gorst,  Prof.  Geddes, 
and  Richard  Whiteing  as  lecturers  ;  whilst  H.  G.  Wells  gave  an 
address  to  a  small  but  select  company  of  citizens.  The  secretary  is 
D.  Berry,  4  Newlands  Park,  Newlands. 

Leeds  and  Countv. — This  society  has  now  15  members,  the  same 
as  last  year,  one  or  two  of  whom  belong  to  the  London  Society.  The 
secretary  reports  that  the  society  is  not  flourishing,  and  re-organiza- 
tion is  contemplated.  The  treasurer  is  W.  P.  Irving,  9  Brudenell 
Mount.     The  secretary,  for  the  present  only,  is  A.  E.  Allen. 
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Liverpool. — This  society,  whose  antiquity  is  highly  respectable, 
has  now  92  members,  an  increase  of  17  over  last  year.  Seven  of  its 
members  belong  to  the  parent  Society,  and  there  is  one  associate. 
The  society  has  at  last  succeeded  in  placing  two  of  its  members  on 
the  city  council,  Jas.  Sexton,  of  the  Liverpool  Dockers,  and  J.  W.  T. 
Morrisey  ;  whilst  Hugh  Earl  is  on  the  Wirral  guardians.  Four 
public  meetings  and  four  members'  meetings  have  been  held,  and 
numerous  other  gatherings.  The  society  has  organized  the  Citizen 
Sunday,  and  is  represented  on  the  local  L.  R.  C.  and  on  local  com- 
mittees on  the  unemployed,  on  sweating,  dock  laborers,  right  to  work, 
workers'  education,  research  on  dockers'  budgets,  etc.,  etc.  Secretary 
and  treasurer,  Arthur  Ellis,  107  Ashbourne  Road,  Fulwood  Park. 

Manchester. — In  the  nine  months  of  its  existence,  this  society 
has  placed  itself  in  the  front  rank  with  no  less  than  77  members,  of 
whom  44  belong  to  the  parent  Society.  Such  is  the  energy  of  the 
members  that  they  meet  once  a  week.  Public  meetings  have  been 
addressed  by  Bernard  Shaw,  Hubert  Bland  and  others.  Amongst 
the  members  are  two  Manchester  councillors,  T.  R.  Marr  and  D. 
Boyle,  and  the  chairman  of  the  Levenshulme  U.  D.  C,  T.  H.  Drink- 
water.  A  reading  circle  and  excursions  are  to  be  arranged  in  the 
summer.     Secretary,  H.  P.  Douglas,  12  Crofton  Street,  Rusholme. 


UNIVERSITY    FABIAN    SOCIETIES. 


Cambridge. — A  year  ago  this  society  had  not  made  up  its  mind 
whether  to  call  itself  Fabian.  Since  then  it  has  taken  this  step,  and 
now  reports  48  members  (probably  the  largest  number  ever  recorded 
by  a  university  society),  all  of  them  members  of  the  London  Society, 
and  51  associates.  About  12  meetings  a  year  have  been  held,  one  of 
which,  when  Keir  Hardie,  M.P.,  was  the  object  of  some  practical 
joking,  was  commented  on  by  the  press  all  over  the  globe.  The 
society  has  representatives  on  what  is  in  fact  a  local  L.  R.  C.,  and  as 
it  includes  women  as  well  as  men  it  has  elected  as  its  president  Miss 
E.  Moggridge,  of  Girton.  The  treasurer  is  F.  H.  Keeling,  of  Trinity, 
and  the  secretary  E.  H.  Dalton,  of  King's. 

Glasgow.— This  society  has  been  re-constituted,  and  has  now  21 
members,  all  also  members  of  the  parent  Society,  and  eight  associates. 
It  meets  fortnightly,  and  held  one  public  meeting  at  which  H.  G. 
Wells  gave  an  address.  The  secretary  reports  that  the  society  is 
likely  to  grow  in  the  near  future.  The  secretary  is  Andrew  Pater- 
son,  Students'  Union,  The  University. 

Oxford.— This  well-established  society,  which  was  recently  at  a 
low  ebb,  has  elected  no  less  than  20  members  during  the  year,  and 
now  reports  38  members,  all  also  belonging  to  the  parent  Society, 
and  15  associates.  It  meets  four  or  five  times  a  term,  and  takes  part 
with  local  Socialist  bodies  in  promoting  public  meetings.  Sidney 
Ball  is  the  president,  and  the  secretary  is  R.  M.  Hewitt,  of  Keble. 


FABIAN  SOCIETY.— The  Fabian  Society  consists  of  Soolalists.    A  state- 
ment of  itE  Rules  and  the  following  publications  can  be  obtained  from  the 
Secretary,  at  the  Fabian  OfiBce,  3  Clement's  Inn,  London,  W.O. 
THIS    MISERY    OF   BOOTS.     By  H.  G.  Wells.     Paper  cover,  design 
by  A.  G.  Watts.     3d.,  post  free  4d.;  2/3  per  doz.,  post  free,  2/7. 
FABIANISM  AND  THE  EMPIRE:  A  Manifesto,    6d.  post  free. 
FABIAN     ESSAYS     IN     SOCIALISM.     (43rd  Thousand.) 
Paper  cover,  i/- ;  plain  cloth,  2/-,  post  free  from  the  Secretary. 
FABIAN     TRACTS     and     LEAFLETS. 
Tracts,  each  16  to  52  pp.,  price  Id.,  or  9d.per  doz,,  unless  otherwise  stated. 
Leaflets,  4  pp.  each,  price  Id.  for  six  copies,  Is.  per  100,  or  816  per  1000. 
The  Set  of  88,  3s. ;  post  free  3/5.      Bound  in  Buckram,  4/6  ;   post  free  for  58. 

I. — General  Socialism  in  its  various  aspects. 

Tbacts. — 121.  Public  Service  versus  Private  Expenditure.  By  Sir  Olivbb 
Lodge.  113.  Communism.  By  Wm.  Mobkis.  107.  Socialism  for  Million- 
aires. By  Bernard  Shaw.  133.  Socialism  and  Christianity.  By  Rev. 
Percy  Dearmer.  78.  Socialism  and  the  Teaching  of  Christ.  By  Dr. 
John  Clifford.  87.  The  same  in  Welsh.  42.  Christian  Socialism.  By 
Rev.  S.  D.  Headlam.  79.  A  Word  of  Remembrance  and  Caution  to 
the  Rich.  By  John  Woolman.  75.  Labor  in  the  Longest  Reign.  By 
Sidney  Webb.  72.  The  Moral  Aspects  of  Socialism.  By  Sidney  BALti. 
69.  Difficulties  of  Individualism.  By  Sidney  Webb.  51.  Socialism  :  True 
and  False.  By  S.  Webb.  45.  The  Impossibilities  of  Anarchism.  By 
Bernard  Shaw  (price  2d.).  15.  English  Progress  towards  Social  Demo- 
cracy. By  S.Webb.  7.  Capital  and  Land  (6th  edn. revised  1904).  5.  Facts 
for  Socialists  (10th  edn.,  revised  1906).  Leaflets— 13.  What  Socialism  Is. 
I.  Why  are  the  Many  Poor?     38.  The  same  in  Welsh. 

II. — Applications  of  Socialism  to  Particular  Problems. 

Tracts.— 131.  The  Decline  in  the  Birth-Rate.  By  Sidney  Webb.  130. 
Home  Work  and  Sweating.  By  Miss  B.  L.  Hutchins.  128.  The 
Case  for  a  Legal  Minimum  Wage.  126.  The  Abolition  of  Poor  Law 
Guardians.  122.  Municipal  Milk  and  Public  Health.  By  Dr.  F.  Law- 
BON  Dodd.  120.  "After  Bread,  Education."  125.  Municipalization  by 
Provinces.  119.  Public  Control  of  Electrical  Power  and  Transit.  123. 
The  Revival  of  Agriculture.  118.  The  Secret  of  Rural  Depopulation. 
115.  State  Aid  to  Agriculture  :  an  Example.  112.  Life  in  the  Laundry. 
98.  State  Railways  for  Ireland.  124.  State  Control  of  Trusts.  86.  Muni- 
cipal Drink  Traffic.  85.  Liquor  Licensing  at  Home  and  Abroad.  84. 
Economics  of  Direct  Employment.  83.  State  Arbitration  and  the  Living 
Wage.  48.  Eight  Hours  by  Law.  23.  Case  for  an  Eight  Hours  Bill. 
47.  The  Unemployed.  By  John  Burns,  M.P.  Leaflets. — 19.  What  the 
Farm  Laborer  Wants.     104.  How  Trade  Unions  benefit  Workmen. 

III. — Local  Government  Powers  :     How  to  use  them. 

Tracts. — 117.  The  London  Education  Act,  1903:  how  to  make  the  best 
of  it.  III.  Reform  of  Reformatories  and  Industrial  Schools.  By  H.  T. 
Holmes.  109.  Cottage  Plans  and  Common  Sense.  By  Raymond  Unwin. 
103.  Overcrowding  in  London  and  its  Remedy.  By  W.  C.  Steadman. 
76.  Houses  for  the  People.  99.  Local  Government  in  Ireland.  82. 
Workmen's  Compensation  Act.  New  edition  for  the  Act  of  1906.  62. 
Parish  and  District  Councils.  61.  The  London  County  Council.  54. 
The  Humanizing  of  the  Poor  Law.  By  J.  F.  Oakeshott.  Leaflets. — 
68.  The  Tenant's  Sanitary  Catechism.  71.  Same  for  London.  63. 
Parish  Council  Cottages  and  how  to  get  them.  58.  Allotments  and  how 
to  get  them.  FABIAN  MUNICIPAL  PROGRAM,  First  Series  (Nos. 
32,  36,  37).  Municipalization  of  the  Gas  Supply.  The  Scandal  of  Lon- 
don's Markets.  A  Labor  Policy  for  Public  Authorities.  Second  Series 
(Nos.  90  to  97).  Municipalization  of  Milk  Supply.  Municipal  Pawn- 
shops. Municipal  Slaughterhouses.  Women  as  Councillors.  Municipal 
Bakeries.  Municipal  Hospitals.  Municipal  Fire  Insurance.  Municipal 
Steamboats.— Second  Series  in  a  red  cover  for  Id.  (9d.  per  doz.) ;  separate 
leaflets,  1/-  per  100. 

IV. — Books.  132.  A  Guide  to  Books  for  Socialists.  29.  What  to  Read 
on  social  and  economic  subjects.  6d.  net  129.  More  Books  to  Read. 
Supplement  to  October,  1906. 

V. — General  Politics  and  Fabian  Policy. 

127.    Socialism    and    Labor   Policy.     116.    Fabianism    and    the    Fiscal 
Question :  an  alternative  policy.     108.  Twentieth  Century  Politics.   By 
Sidney  Webb.    70.  Report  on  Fabian  Policy.    41.  The  Fabian  Society: 
its  Early  History.     By  Bernard  Shaw. 
VI. — Question  Leaflets.  Questions  for  Candidates  :  20,  Poor  Law  Guard- 
ians.    24,   Parliament.     28,   County   Councils,   Rural.     102,   Metropolitan 
Borough  Councils. 
Book  Boxes  lent  to  Societies,  Clubs,  Trade  Unions,  for  63.  a  year,  or  2/6  a  quarter 
^Printed  by  G.  Standring,  7  Pinsbury  St.,  London,  E.G.,  and  published  by  the  Fabian  Society, 
3  Clemeivt's  Inn,  Strand,  London  W.C. 


